
The gifts of God from the people of 
God… 

                                                            YTD 

Budget           $661,290 

2009 weekly Budget       $22,043       YTD In-

come          $553,538 

Dear Blacknall Family, 
 

One of the things I have been taught my whole life is the importance of telling others about 

Jesus.  I grew up believing that the greatest thing a person could do is to lead another   

person to Christ.  I grew up hearing stories of how people entered into conversations with 

strangers and, as a result, the stranger became a Christian. 
 

I have spent a significant portion of my Christian life feeling guilty.  Verses like John 15:5 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 

much fruit” have haunted me.  If I were truly abiding in Christ then I would be bearing 

more fruit.  My evangelical heritage convinced me that the fruit I should be bearing is 

bringing more people to Christ. 
 

I have tried to be a good witness.  I have received evangelism training.  I read books on 

evangelism.  I even tried (as a result of the prayers and efforts of many others) to galvanize 

our whole congregation to get on board and do this evangelism program called ―Alpha.‖    

I am so glad I did. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Mt. 11:28-30) 
 

Being a part of Alpha these past few months I have experienced the truth of Jesus’ words 

for me.  Doing evangelism with Jesus is easy and being a yokefellow with Christ and with 

one another is carrying a light load.  And it has borne fruit.  Being a part of Alpha is easily 

the most fun I have ever had doing evangelism.  Let me tell you three reasons why. 
 

First, it has been fun because Alpha is based on hospitality.  Just as important as telling 

people the Good News of Jesus Christ is inviting them into our lives and into the fellow-

ship we enjoy together as God’s people.  Alpha has been fun because we have done it  

together.  As we met in a home each week I had the opportunity of experiencing the joy of 

Christian fellowship again, even as I invited our guests to be a part of it. 
 

Second, it has been fun because it is Holy Spirit dependent.  I have been set free from the 

pressure of saying the right thing.  Alpha has created opportunities and space for the Holy 

Spirit to work in people’s lives.  It is not my job or any of our jobs to say or do the right 

things that convince a person to follow Christ.  We give the Holy Spirit the opportunity 

and He takes those opportunities as He wills to convince people of the good news.  We get 

to see it.  We get to receive the Holy Spirit working in us, too.  It is wonderful to experi-

ence the reality of God at work by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Thirdly, it has been fun because we have done it together.  Last Fall, the elders approved a 

new focus for us in our Outreach ministry.  One of the main emphases was that we need to 

grow in participating in Shared Common Journeys in Outreach.  Alpha has been a Shared 

Common Journey for us. It is some- thing that we have done together.  We have 

opened our homes together, we have cooked meals together, done dishes together, prayed 

together.  Trish Randall, who coordinated all the meals in five homes for ten weeks, put 

together a list of all of the people who have helped in any way with Alpha.  We probably 

have missed some people but we came up with more than 120 people!  It is fun when we 

work together! 
 

In addition, the best part is (as I learned growing up) we have seen people come to know 

and accept Christ as their Lord and Savior.  We have seen others decide that they want to 

learn more about Jesus.  We have been obedient to what Christ commands us to do.  We 

did this together and we will strive to continue to do this.  Thanks for this Shared Common 

Journey that we are on. 

D.A.D. 

Blacknall 
     Memorial Presbyterian Church 
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The gifts of God from the people of God . . . 
2010 weekly Budget             $21,925                   YTD Budget                $285,025 

Tithes & Offerings 3/28/10  $19,870                   YTD Income                $220,874 

                                                                             YTD Expenses             $258,033 

 

Worship Schedule for Holy Week  
The week is rich and full!  It is an opportunity unlike at any other time of the 

year, to come and be immersed in worship built around the Gospel narrative.  
 

Maundy Thursday – April 1, 7pm  

We will welcome once again our friends from Mt. Level Baptist Church for a 

combined service of worship here at Blacknall. Mt. Level will provide the 

preaching and they will ―bring the music‖ – and how!  Reception following the 

service.   Childcare provided for birth through 4 years. 
 

Good Friday – April 2, 7pm 

We will gather in the sanctuary at for a time of quiet, hearing the Passion narra-

tive, and increasing darkness.  This is a powerful time of coming face-to-face 

with the events of that day, when the Lamb of God took upon Himself the sins of 

the world.  Childcare provided birth through second grade. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service – April 4, 6am at Mt Level 

Blacknall will return Mt. Level’s visit by celebrating the Resurrection in their 

sanctuary at 316 Hebron Road on Easter Sunday.  Blacknall will provide the    

music leadership and the preaching.   
 

Easter Worship Services – Sunday, April 4, 8:30 & 11am 

Come and celebrate the Resurrection!  There will be a reception at 9:45am for 

high schoolers and adults in the fellowship hall. Children’s Sunday School will 

meet as usual.   

 

Monday, April 5 – Holiday – Church Office Closed 

Alpha Celebration — Wednesday, April 7, 6:30pm we will have a celebra-

tion of our Alpha course.  It will be a time to hear the stories of participants, to 

celebrate the relationships that were formed, and to learn how lives were        

impacted.  All guests, hosts, leaders, helpers, servers, and cleaner-uppers are      

invited.  
 

Also, anyone who is interested in attending the next Alpha course is invited.  If 

you have a friend you would like to consider coming to the next Alpha course 

why don’t you invite them to come with you to our Celebration on the 

7th?  Please contact Dave Dunderdale at ddunderdale@blacknall.org if you plan 

to come.  

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) Update 

Join the Circle! As a part of our local partnership with IHN, we are assembling a 

Circle of Support for a family transitioning out of homelessness.  Training will be 

provided. If you’re interested in providing encouragement and support for one year 

and learning a lot, please contact Brian at brian.averette@yahoo.com. 
 

Give Us Your Furniture! Interested in helping to furnish this family’s 

home?  Here’s what we need . . . 
 

1. Twin Beds 

2. Stackable Washer/Dryer 

3. Refrigerator 

4. STRONG BACKS!  to help with moving 

 Contact Lisa Mitchell at lisa@pc-net.com to donate or help move furniture. 

Contributions to Blacknall 
Please remember to write separate checks for the offering and Covenant     

Campaign.  Funds are kept in separate banks. 
 

 

 

Women’s Ministry 
Maundy Thursday Worship 

April 1, 9:15 - 11:30am 

Women’s Bible Study (WBS) will host a special service in the Sanctuary for 

Maundy Thursday. We will be led in worship by Angie Hong and receive God’s 

Word and Communion led by Janise Matyas Smith.  
 

Even if you are not regularly participating in WBS, we invite you to join us.   

There will be socializing and refreshments in the fellowship hall following the 

service.  Childcare is provided. 

 

Women’s Contemplative Retreat  

Lake Gaston, April 23-24  

Come be part of a small (16-person) retreat for Blacknall women at the lovely 

lake house of Joanne Hodgson on Friday, April 23, 4pm until Saturday, April 24, 

5pm.  The theme of the retreat incorporates God’s love for us and his presence 

with us.  This was the theme of our fall 2009 retreat, and the speaker, Margot      

Hausman will draw on that theme at the Friday evening session.  The rest of the 

time will include some silent reflection time, guided solitude times with       

scripture, group worship times, good food and rest.  
 

Cost is $25, payable to BMPC, and your check secures your spot.   Mail this to 

Blacknall (1902 Perry Street, Durham 27705) or put in Margaret Frothingham’s 

mailbox by April 16.  We still need a few women to help with various tasks.  For 

questions, and many more details, e-mail mfrothingham@blacknall.org or call 

286-5586.    

  

End-of-the-Year Brunch  

Thursday, May 6, 9:15am 

We’ll gather to celebrate, socialize and hear reflections from Blacknall’s own 

Melissa Hartemink who spent the last year serving  with her family at              

Rift Valley Academy in Kenya.  All women of Blacknall are invited to the 

brunch.  Please consider inviting a friend . 
 

Save the Date for a Retreat at the Beach! 

October 22-24   

The Blacknall women’s fall retreat is at NC Baptist Assembly in Oak Island, 

NC. The website is www.fortcaswell.com .  Please be praying for the retreat 

committee as they plan. If you are interested in helping contact                    

Brooklynne Travis at Brooklynne_travis@yahoo.com  or Sherbie Skeen at    

sherbieskeen@hotmail.com . More information will come later. 

 
 

Women, please sign up for our information list serve, which contains announce-

ments and opportunities for service and recreation with Blacknall women.  To 

join send an e-mail to:  blacknallwomen+subscribe@googlegroups.com.  

At the end of every announcement, there is a wonderful women’s ministry vision 

statement, written by the leadership team a few years ago.  Many of us have been 

scrolling past it for years.  Here it is:   
 

It is the desire of the Women’s Ministry Leadership Team that each 

woman: identify herself as a vital member of the Blacknall commu-

nity, practice spiritual disciplines, bear fruit of the Spirit, live in for-

giveness, peace, generosity obedience and submission to Christ; use 

her gifts; extend and receive support; and actively participate in the 

church/WM mission. We seek to rely on the unifying work of the Holy 

Spirit to move us toward this vision in each ministry, event and meet-

ing we sponsor. 

Members of thje current leadership team are:  Carla Fulton, Brooklynne Travis, 

Carmen Pennington, Tana O’Keefe, Sherbied Skeen, June Van Bruggen  and  

Margaret Frothingham.  We’d love to hear from you. 



 

 

 

 

P

 

          

    Blacknall’s upcoming Alpha course is just around the corner! 
 

Alpha- in- the -Hood 

Kick-off :  Week of January 10, 2010 

Course period:  January 17-March 25 

Location:  Various homes in Durham and Chapel Hill 

Time: Various nights (Sun-Thurs), 6:30-9:00pm 

Cost: No charge 
 

Alpha website:  www.blacknall.org/alpha2010 

Email:  alpha@blacknall.org 
 

Alpha Team Contacts:  Mary Mathew and David Dunderdale 

Blacknall Great Day of Service (GDOS) 

Saturday, May 1, 8:30am - 1:30pm 
The GDOS is an opportunity for us to join together in service to those who are 

most vulnerable.  We will begin the morning with worship in the sanctuary and 

end with lunch in the fellowship hall. Groups can sign up together or individuals 

can volunteer on their own.   
 

Many of the projects below are designed for families to serve together, including 

opportunities for elementary-aged kids to come alongside their parents and older 

siblings.  Sign up on April 4 in the lower atrium or email Amanda Diekman at 

Amanda.Diekman@gmail.com. 

 

PROJECTS 

Berkeley Landscaping - Walltown - Bring a lawnmower, weed eater, hedge- 

trimmers and gloves to landscape several properties on Berkeley St. 

Who:  3-6 people, 16 years and up 
 

Berkeley Community Garden - Walltown - Create compost/work soil/plant 

seeds in small cups for re-planting in garden - bring gardening equipment and 

gloves - donations of compost, mulch, and seeds are needed 

Who:  4-6 people, 16 years and up 
 

Blacknall Lunch - Kitchen duty  - Make lunch for hungry volunteers 

Who:  6 people, 13 years and up 
 

Blacknall Nursery - Provide care for infants and toddlers    

Who:  4-5 people, adults and teenagers 
 

Child Evangelism Fellowship - Child to Child - provide, pack and store summer-

time gift bags for Durham kids attending CEF’s end of school event     

Who:  Children at Blacknall during GDOS and families returning early to church 
 

Community Garden - St. John’s Presby. Church - Down and Dirty - Plant     

seedlings, prepare beds, haul vines, and chop limbs to establish a garden  

Who:  5-15 people, kids to octogenarians 
 

Durham Crisis Response Center- Sort For a Change - Sorting donations at the   

Pennies for Change Thrift shop   

Who:  8-12 people, all ages 
 

Durham Rescue Mission - Become a Rescue-Missionary - Sorting clothes at both 

DRM stores and assisting with volunteer work at the men’s campus                          

Who:  15-20 people, 5-7 per project, 14 years and up 
 

Genesis Home - Home Sweet Home - work at Genesis Home on the property 

Who:  5-10 people, 14 years and up 
 

Habitat for Humanity - Building Hospitality - Construction of housing - the   

actual project will depend on the construction schedule, to be announced soon 

Who:  10-12 people, 16 years and up 
 

Housing for New Hope - House the homeless - Help with room finishing,         

landscaping, and grounds clean-up at Williams Square Apts. 

Who:  10 people, 14 years and up 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network - Partnership House - Yard overhaul  

Who:  10-15 people, no age limits, but those under 14 must be with an adult 
 

Reality Ministries - Real work at the Reality Center - extending an accessibility 

ramp, removing steps, sorting books, picking up a donated piano                      

Who:  15 people, ages 14 and up 
 

Urban Ministries -  Sorting donations at the UMD clothing closet is a family-

oriented project. Work for 1-2 hrs, return to Blacknall for another project       

Who:  12-15 people, all ages 
 

Urban Hope - Crafts for Campers - Create 12 craft projects that students can 

work on during the summer camp, including one example of the finished project. 

Who:  2-5 people, 18 years and up 

 

Our Library’s CD Collection 
If you haven’t yet discovered our CD collection, you’re in for a 

treat! We strive to have something for a range of musical tastes  

from classic hymns to Christian rock to children’s Bible songs. 

You might even try something a little different – maybe a new 

music style than you’re used to listening to can deliver a message you need to 

hear in a fresh way. While you shouldn’t make copies of library CDs, it’s a great 

way to sample music before you decide to buy it. You can also see what your kids 

are listening to or introduce them to Christian music. Here are the newest discs 

we’ve added: 
 

Casting Crowns ‹ Until The Whole World Hears 

Tenth Avenue North ‹ Over and Underneath 

Selah ‹ You Deliver Me 

Keith & Kristyn Getty ‹ Awaken the Dawn 

Brandon Heath ‹ What If We 

Phillips Craig & Dean ‹ Fearless 

Britt Nicole ‹ The Lost Get Found 

Sara Groves ‹ Fireflies and Songs 

Leeland ‹ Love Is on the Move 

Jonny Diaz ‹ More Beautiful You 

Switchfoot ‹ Hello Hurricane 

Kutless ‹ It Is Well 

BarlowGirl ‹ Love & War 

Relient K ‹ Forget And Not Slow Down 

Kari Jobe ‹ Kari Jobe 

Middle School 
Summer is quickly approaching, which means GREAT ESCAPE 

for our middle schoolers!  We will enjoy wild recreation, tubing, 

late night ―aftermath‖ activities, swimming, basketball, ping-

pong, a high ropes course, cabin discussions, fantastic speakers, 

creative skits, cool music, strong small groups, and much more!  

Camp is designed to give our leaders and young teenagers a 

chance to connect on a deeper level and grow together in our 

relationships with Jesus Christ.  Please be praying now for what 

we will experience this summer. 

 

Our trip is July 28 - August 2.  Registration information is avail-

able in the youth room and on the youth website: 

youth.blacknall.org.  The registration deadline is May 3.  Contact 

Caroline at cinazu@blacknall.org, 286-5586,with any questions. 

Spotlight on A Children’s Ministry Volunteer 
Many, many thanks go out to Kelly Young!  For three years Kelly has led a 

preschool class called Kids of the Kingdom on Thursday mornings during 

the Women’s Bible Study.  The class has been full to bursting with 2, 3 &  

4 year-olds each year.  Kelly leads them through a fantastic Bible study of 

their own based on the lesson that the women are hearing upstairs.  The 

children enjoy time playing, eating, singing, praying, resting, making    

music, and laughing each week.  Kelly’s heart for these children and their  

discipleship in Jesus is beautifully evident in her interactions with them 

each week.   
 

As Kelly and her family move to Texas this summer, please join me in 

thanking her for her service to the youngest of our church family!          

May the Lord Bless you Kelly!  

 
Church Staff 

Allan Poole - Pastor 
 

David Dunderdale - Pastor 
 

Dave Stuntz - Music Ministry 
 

Amy Rowell - Children’s  Ministry - Elementary 
 

Beth Solie - Children’s Ministry - Preschool 
 

Brad Turnage - Director Youth Ministries  
 

Caroline Inazu - Middle School Youth Ministry 
 

Margaret Frothingham - Congregational Care 
 

Mike Sardi - Office and Facilities Manager 
 

Diane Beacham - Finance  
 

Dare Nicholson - Associate Office Admin. 
 

Jan Smart - Associate Office Admin. 
 

Evan Cate - Duke Divinity Intern 
 

Amanda Leahy - Duke Divinity Intern 
 

David Sittser - Duke Divinity Intern 

 

Monthly Calendar 

Sunday  
  8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship  

  9:30-11:15 Library Open  

  9:45 AM Sunday School  

  3:00 PM Women’s Bible Study (Beth Moore)  

  5:00 PM International Missions (1st Sun even months)  

  6:00 PM BYG Time (Youth Group)  

  6:30 PM Communion & Prayers (3rd Sun)  

               Prayers/ Missionaries (1st Sun)  

Monday  
  7:00 AM Outreach Comm. (2nd Mon)  

12:00 PM International Wives Cooking Class  

  7:00 PM Community Outreach Comm. (1st Mon)  

  5:00 PM Finance Comm.(3rd Mon)  

  7:30 PM Diaconate (1st & 3rd Mon)  

               Session (2nd & 4th Mon)  

               Family Life Comm. (1st Mon)  

  8:00 PM Building & Property (1st Mon)  

               Congregational Care (1st Mon)  

               Hospitality Comm. (1st Mon)  

Tuesday  
  7:30 PM Worship Comm. (1st Tues)  

               Personnel Comm. (3rd Tues)  

Wednesday  
  6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study  

10:30 AM LCs (Seniors Ministry)  

  7:45 PM Choir  

  7:30 PM Cornerstone (Senior High Bible Study)  

Thursday  
  8:00 AM Prayers for Renewal  

  9:15 AM Women’s Bible Study  

  7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous (Community Room)  

Saturday  
  7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous (Community Room)  

Church Office:       919-286-5586 

Website:          www.blacknall.org 


