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Dear Blacknall  Family, 

 

Steve Hayner is the new president of Columbia Theological Seminary and a past president of InterVarsity Chris-

tian Fellowship.  In his inaugural address as president at Columbia he defined a portion of his calling as, “to     

provoke hunger for Christ’s Kingdom.  My call is to encourage discontent with the status quo and a hunger for 

Christ’s Kingdom in all of its fullness.” 
 

He goes on to illustrate this by comparing spiritual hunger and physical hunger.  He says, “The first task of an aid 

worker with a malnourished child is not to give him or her food, but rather to provoke hunger.  Children and adults 

who are nearly dead of malnourishment have little hunger.  So the health worker puts just a little vitamin-enriched 

sugar water on a finger and sticks it in the person’s mouth.  The first sign of hope is when the child cries again.” 
 

We live in a world that is spiritually and relationally malnourished.  But most of us do not realize it.  We physically 

eat enough or entertain ourselves enough that we do not feel the hunger.  With whom do you identify in this illus-

tration?  Are you more like the malnourished child or the concerned aid worker? 
 

Are you more like the malnourished child?  Are you feeling hunger for Christ and his Kingdom?  Or do you find 

yourself apathetic to Christ and the things of his Kingdom?  Perhaps you used to be hungry but now no longer feel 

the hunger and you would rather not eat at all.  Perhaps you realize there is something missing but do not have 

much motivation to do anything about it. 
 

Or maybe you are more like the aid worker.  You know someone who is malnourished and keep offering them 

what you know they need but they will not receive what their soul needs.  You stay awake at night wondering how 

to provoke the hunger for that which they so desperately need. 
 

Whether it is for ourselves or for another, how do we provoke this hunger?  Come to worship?  Read the Bible?  

These certainly are important components of a spiritual diet but might be like offering rice and beans to a starving 

child.  What would be analogous to “vitamin-enriched sugar water on a finger”? 
 

Hayner suggests that this is the role of witnesses.  The witness of individuals’ stories and the witness of our shared 

life together are to be those drops of waters that cause us to exclaim, “I want some of that!”  Clearly those wit-

nesses need to be more than the pastors who are paid to be witnesses.  Can we be those witnesses for one another?  

How? 

 

I love it when during our time of prayer requests and announcements in worship someone from the congregation 

stands up and gives a witness to how they have seen Christ and his Kingdom.  Can you give such a witness?  

Maybe not in worship but in conversation with people in your life who may be malnourished?  And we cannot 

always tell who those malnourished people are so can we make those testimonies part of our regular conversation? 
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If you are feeling like you are the malnourished one, can you ask for such a testimony?  Wouldn’t a proper topic of 

conversation be for us to ask one another, “Can you tell me how you have seen God’s grace in your life?”  “Can 

you tell me about the beauty of Christ and his Kingdom?  How have you come to know that?” 
 

If you don’t have a good answer to that question (and I don’t always), don’t feel ashamed.  Just admit that you are 

hungry too and ask if you can join your friend in search of the Bread of Life that satisfies our hunger. 
 

Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,  

and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 

Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. 

       Isaiah 55:1-3a 

D.A.D 

. 

 
 
Outreach Partnership Updates 
One of the questions we have been asking at Blacknall is, “How do we do mission together?”  We believe that 

God desires that we be more than just a collection of individuals who are each independently doing their best to 

participate in God’s mission in the world.  We believe that God desires that we each be faithful to God’s calling 

and that that calling includes our working together in mission as a congregation and in partnership with the larger 

Church of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our attempt to answer that question has led us to what we are calling, “Deep Common Journeys.”  Deep Common 

Journeys are ways that we are involved in God’s mission together so that we intentionally build friendships with 

our partners in mission and with one another.  As a result we continue to support financially and with our prayers 

many ministries and individuals but we have entered into “partnership” with only a few. 

 

Who are our Partners?  Blacknall’s Outreach ministry is divided into three ministry teams: Durham Ministry 

Team, Campus Ministry Team, and International Ministry Team.  Our intention is to have a ministry partner in 

each of our ministry teams.  We are currently in the process of searching for an international partner.  We have  

just entered into a partnership in campus ministry with International Students, Inc. (see article on ISI below).    

Locally, the Durham Ministry Team is leading us in partnership with Reality Ministries and Interfaith Hospitality 

Network (IHN). 

 

What does partnership look like?  We are still learning, we do not fully know.  Partnership means we are in rela-

tionship with our partner and we are discovering together how this relationship can grow and what shape it should 

take.  But we do know it is intentional.  We will be purposeful about providing varying kinds of opportunities for 

us to be involved with our partner in mission.  We do know that we will be open to receiving as well as giving; that 

we hope to learn from our partners as we serve with them.  We do know that we desire to be open to God trans-

forming us through our relationship with our partners.  We do know that our partnership will be centered on Christ, 

following and serving Christ together. 

 

So, when you hear us talking about IHN or Reality or ISI know that this focus is intentional, that we believe God 

desires to do something in us through these partners.  But also know that we do not believe this is the only way for 

us to be involved in mission.  It is Blacknall’s way to try and discern how we can work together as God’s people, 

following Christ in His mission as a congregation.  If you have more questions about our partnerships or our     

Outreach ministry, in general please contact David Dunderdale at ddunderdale@blacknall.org, 286-5586 or elder 

Chris Rice at crice@div.duke.edu.                             
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ISI Ministry Opportunities 
Our new Campus Ministry partner is International Students, Inc. (ISI).  As a congregation we know about ISI 

through Scott and Jenny Hawkins presence among us for many years.  Last month’s newsletter has more informa-

tion about our choosing ISI as one of our ministry partners.  This month we want to talk about ways that you can 

be involved in this ministry. 

 
Welcoming International Freshmen ī Duke University is home to students from around the world; and students 

will arrive August 20 and 21.  Arriving can be quite an ordeal, especially if students travel alone.  Volunteers are 

needed to meet students at the airport, transport them to campus, and help them check into their room.  Blacknall 

members have helped welcome international freshmen in past years in partnership with International Students, INC 

(ISI), and we look forward to assisting another class of travelers this year.  Students arriving after normal check-in 

hours need overnight accommodations, and assistance registering the following morning.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact Natalie Eagleburger at 919-451-7237, natnre@gmail.com. 

 
Thanksgiving Hospitality:  The Thanksgiving holiday presents a unique opportunity to show hospitality to inter-

national students.  Fewer international students travel on Thanksgiving break than Christmas break.  Thanksgiving 

is also an uniquely American holiday that is appealing to many international students.  Many would love to experi-

ence an “American Thanksgiving.”  We would like to be able to offer to Duke’s International House a number of 

people who would be willing to host 2-3 international students for a Thanksgiving dinner.  If you are interested in 

hosting students for Thanksgiving dinner contact David Dunderdale.  

 
Host Families: Duke has invited over two dozen scholars from Kazakhstan to come and study for the second   

semester.  They have asked ISI to provide host families for these scholars.  The students will have apartments but 

are eager to get to know Americans as part of their experience here.  Host families would invite their Kazakhstani 

guests for a meal and look for other ways to get to know them and to make them feel welcome in our community.  

Blacknall was involved in a similar ministry a couple of years ago with scholars at Duke from China.  This would 

be January - May, 2011.  Look for more information about this in the  coming months. 

 
 

Planning: If you would like to be involved in the planning for our partnership with ISI please contact David     

Dunderdale. 

Alpha Update 
Fall Plans: Alpha will be offered in two venues this Fall.  First, it will be offered as part of TableTalk for Black-

nall members and other believers.  This particular course will be aimed at people who are already believers but 

who have not had an experience of Alpha.  If you are thinking of inviting a friend to Alpha but are not sure what it 

is, this course is designed to let you experience the course first so that you can confidently invite your friend to our 

next Alpha course in January. 
 

Secondly, we will have one Alpha course meeting in a home.  This course will be for guests who are not yet     

believers or who have lots of questions about the Christian faith.  This course will also meet on Wednesday night 

and is open to anyone who has questions or if you want to bring a friend with lots of questions. 
 

January Plans: We hope to offer Alpha in several homes beginning in January and you will be hearing more 

about this in the coming months.  We pray that all of us will be looking for opportunities to invite people to this 

course.  We will need lots of support for this course with hosts and meals and helpers. 

If you would like to help with plans for Alpha please contact David Dunderdale.  
 

 Please pray for God to be at work in Alpha. 
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Fondwa Haiti Journal Entry       by Blacknall member Dr. Nicole Larrier      

                
ñTherefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea.ò  

                                                                                                                                               Psalms 46:2  

 
When the earthquake struck on January 12, the little children at the orphanage in Fondwa 

thought that it was the second coming.  They were found in a corner of the courtyard singing 

praises to God.  The adults and older children convinced them to move to out to the nearby 

road by saying that Jesus would find them no matter where they were waiting.  Those old 

enough to appreciate the severity of the situation were fearful - fearful for their lives, fearful 

for their families and friends, fearful for their country.  Sister Carmelle and Sister Simone 

were in the nearby town of Leogane. When they returned to Fondwa, they learned that Baby 

Jude and Sister Oudel had been killed. 

 
Over the last five months the Sisters and orphans have found a “new normal”.  Initial make-

shift tents have evolved into a large galvanized shelter where they sleep.  One look inside 

brings back memories of the original orphanage that Blacknall had visited in 2001.  The bunk beds are squeezed in 

tightly, and the air is thick from the musty. damp dirt floor.  Construction has started on a more sturdy wooden 

house for the children.  There is a sense of urgency, because it has rained everyday.  There is a new living room 

where the Sisters welcomed us with drinks from a dorm sized fridge with a door that did not fit.  The nearby school 

now meets in tents.  Children 

will spend their summer in 

classes, trying to catch up on 

missed lessons.  The flattened 

guest house is now an impro-

vised playground. 

 
This first visit back, brings up 

so many questions - What if I 

had been visiting during the 

quake - would I have been as 

excited at the possibility of  

seeing Jesus?  “Who” is the 

Church? The Sisters continue to 

sacrifice daily for others.  Ex-

pressions of God’s love con-

tinue to abound in this moun-

tain community.  Even in the 

midst of hunger and scarce food 

supplies, there was an ample 

lunch to welcome us.  There were no requests for money or  donations - just a broken English request - “You will 

pray for us?” 

 
On the hike out of Fondwa, I heard a voice shouting “My friend, my friend!”  Turning around, I saw Cine - an 

older gentleman in the community.  He would always accompany us on hikes and get us mangoes or coconuts too 

as gifts.  He was standing with crutches and a bandage around the stump of his right foot.  He had sustained a crush 

injury when a building fell on his leg.  My shock at seeing his condition was mirrored by him raising his hands to 

the sky, smiling and saying “Mesi Seigneur” (Thank you God). 

 
As on prior visits, the people of Fondwa have refreshed me spiritually with their quiet, but all encompassing faith.  

“Calm trust and perseverance” is the definition of their faith.  I think this quote from a Haitian Minister during a 

recent “60 Minutes” episode sums up their hope for the future “Tomorrow is a good day, because it is in God’s 

hands”. 

 

 

Fondwa 



Blacknall Family Announcements 

Announcing TableTalk 2010  
Blacknall’s fall Wednesday evening program will run from September 22 to November 17.  Dinner starts at 

5:30pm and classes for adults and children of all ages are from 6:30 to 7:30 (childcare provided).  Excellent   

teachers are preparing classes on living as the Christian community, Ephesians, prayer, mission and global vision, 

biblical study practices, Christian world and life view, and a special class for 3-5-year olds.  A class on worship 

and music is being planned for children through 5th grade.   
 

This is a great opportunity for making friends, building our “life together” and growing in our discipleship-as-a-

church.  Mark your calendars now!  For more information please contact Karl Umble at 490-5174; 

karl.umble@gmail.com or David Dunderdale at dunderdale@blacknall.org.  

Durham Interfaith Hospitality Network (DIHN) needs PCs.  
Guests are encouraged to take ownership of their efforts to move forward and pre-

pare for the next phase of their lives.  Each guest can use the day-house PCs to 

search for and apply for jobs; research information on employment, parenting, per-

sonal development, planning and budgeting, training and education, and more; take 

online courses; and communicate via email.  Children can use development and edu-

cation software,  entertainment software (a better alternative to television), and pre-

pare skills necessary in today’s schools.  At this time, one functional PC is avail-

able for guest use.  Two more are needed.  Following are some guidelines to consider:  one or two years 

old, functional and reliable, CD-RW drive and Windows operating system (XP or newer). We can reload 

and reconfigure.  Also needed: screen, keyboard, and mouse (prefer a panel display rather than CRT to 

conserve space).   Contact Catherine Pleil at 919-682-2846, catherine@dihn.org to make a donation.  

Menôs Retreat ï November 5-7 
Mark your calendars now!  The men of St. John’s and 

Blacknall are currently working together in planning a 

joint retreat to be held at Haw River State Park, just north 

of Greensboro in Brown’s Summit.  If you have any 

questions or want to reserve your spot, please talk with 

Miles Travis or Doug Busch.  

The gifts of God from the people of Godé  
 

Budget  Plan:            $657,750                      Actual Expenses             $637,224 

Tithes & Offerings    $578,505                     Tithes & Offerings          $578,505 

Excess or (Shortage) ($79,245)                    Excess or (Shortage)        ($58,719)  

 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God ….”     (Philippians4:6-7) 

           

 

  

Youth Ministry  
The first BYG Time of the fall is Sunday, 

August 29, from 6 to 8 pm. Youth in grades 

6 - 12  are invited!   
 

Cornerstone, for grades 9 - 12, will meet  

Wednesday nights.  
 

For more information contact Brad Turnage at 

bturnage@blacknall.org or Caroline Inazu at 

cinazu@blacknall.org. 
 

This summer high school information was 

sent out in a weekly email newsletter. If you 

did not receive these emails and would like 

to, contact Brad.  

 

Want To Help With Youth?  Contact Brad. 

Summer Picnic ð Camp Chestnut Ridge 
Sunday, August 22, 3:30pm 
Grab your swim trunks and get ready for the Blacknall 

Summer Picnic from 3:30 to 5:30pm, with dinner served 

at 5:30.  Blacknall will provide meat (and vegetarian  

options) and drinks; you are invited to bring sides and 

desserts.  Please invite a friend and join us for this great 

event!   



Womenôs Ministries 

Summer Events 
During July and August several Blacknall women have volunteered to host informal gatherings around  town.  

Here are the last two planned for summer.  Come and bring a friend!  Events are Wednesdays from 7-9pm. 

 Hostess Where When 

Barb Eyster Mad Hatter Bake Shop Wednesday, August 4 

Donna Mutter Mad Hatter Bake Shop Wednesday, August 11 

Support Group 
Sarah Lee, the counseling intern, is running a 

“women and depression” group on the following 

dates: 8/15, 8/22, 8/29, 9/12, and 9/19. We will 

meet in Blacknall’s Parlor from 4:30 to 6pm.  
 

The group will serve as a support for women who 

deal with issues of sadness and depression.  You do 

not have to be clinically depressed to attend. To 

sign up, email Sarah at sarahbrolee@gmail.com. 

Welcome Celebration 
Thursday, September 9, 7 to 9pm  
Whether you are brand new or have been around for  

decades, let’s gather in the Fellowship Hall for a bit of   

goofy fun.  Find out about upcoming Bible studies, 

 small groups,  fall retreat, and service opportunities.   
 

If you’d like more information or to help in any way,   

contact  Margaret at mfrothingham@blacknall.org.    

2010 Womenôs Retreat 
October 22-24 
The retreat will be held at the beautiful North Carolina Baptist Assembly on Oak Island. We are 

excited to get a little sand in our toes as we retreat to the beach for fellowship and fun.  This year, 

we are thrilled to welcome former member, Buffy Smith, who will help us examine the connection 

between our fears and our relationship with God. 

Here is a sneak peek at the exciting and important message that Buffy will share with us…. 

“Fear–it has many faces and is fleshed out differently in each of our lives. The repercussions, 

though, are the same. We become paralyzed, overcome, unable to move forward in 

faith. What will I do if I lose my job? What if Mr. Right never shows up? How am I go-

ing to take care of my aging parents, my rebellious teenager, my trying toddler? At the 

center of our worries is the fear that we will have to do all of these things alone, relying 

on our own strength.” 

“The key to overcoming the fear that threatens to grip our lives and choke out our joy does not 

lie in shying away, but in leaning in–leaning into the Word, into the Truth, and leaning 

into a God we can truly trust with our lives. But what if He doesn’t save me? What if He 

doesn’t change my circumstances or doesn’t show up?” 

“Let’s lean in together and take a look at fear, knowing that we are fearfully made by a God 

who promises never to leave us.” 

Sign-ups will begin later in August.  Questions? Contact Brooklynne Travis at 919-236-3374, 

Brooklynne_travis@yahoo.com. 
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Womenôs Bible Study (WBS) 2010-2011 – WBS will continue this fall on Thursday mornings from 

9:15 to 11:30am, beginning on September 16 and concluding with a brunch on December 9.  Join us as we follow 

recorded speakers Beth Moore, Kay Arthur, and Priscilla Shirer in a compelling study called Faithful, Abundant, 

True:  Three Lives Going Deeper Still.  Appealing to women of all ages and stages in life, this study has been   

described as compelling, hopeful, and hilarious – steeped in God’s word. All women are welcome to participate.  

We hope you will join us and bring a friend! 
 

Registration forms will be available on the church website as of mid August.  Childcare will be provided. For  

questions or more details contact Sherbie Skeen at sherbieskeen@hotmail.com or 919-971-1895.  

http://blacknall.org/2010-womens-retreat/1322/
mailto:brooklynne_travis@yahoo.com


Church Community Builder , ñCCBò for short, is web-based software designed to help our church build a bet-

ter connected, more committed church community. CCB replaces Blacknall’s former church management system, 

ACS, to expand our capabilities for accurate membership records, communication and calendar tools to keep peo-

ple informed and to organize church events, and tools to help build community and connectedness. 

 
 

CCB is for all people, locally and remotely, in the Blacknall community to use from any computer. It is very se-

cure and requires a login ID (initially your email address in the church database) and a strong password to access. 

You do not have to use it, however! The church office will still make available information such as the Blacknall 

Directory in paper format. While we are excited about this great tool, and hope you will try it, we don’t want any-

one to feel overwhelmed or left out. 
 

Some important features and benefits of CCB: 

Secure web based access from any computer for anyone in congregation   (login / password) 

Online community for Directory (individual/family profiles for contact info, ministry gifts, passions, social 

interests) Quick people searching, Maps to find meeting places. 

Online community for Ministry Groups, Committees, Classes, Calendars, Event Registrations 

Place to make known and facilitate Ministry Positions and Ministry Needs 

Unified, common church communications (message boards, email, text messaging) 

Mobile PDA and iPhone access 

Each individual/family can determine their own Communication and Privacy settings 

Complementary to our website, www.blacknall.org 

Facilities and Equipment Reservations, Tools for Forms and Surveys 

 
 

CCB Rollout Schedule for August 

The Blacknall CCB website will be at http://blacknall.ccbchurch.com. 

If you do not have an email address in the church directory and want to participate, please get one and send it 

to the church office. 

 

Aug 06-21  email, bulletin announcements and handouts 

Aug 22   Rollout Sunday:  computer kiosks after services for demos/Q&A 

Aug 23  Congregation will receive email invitation with login/password info to try first login 

Aug 23-27      login to CCB, click on Help for video/text based tutorials, and review/update your picture/  

                       profile information 

Sept    Information Technology (IT) Committee will conduct 1 hour information / training sessions 

Thru Nov  leaders will be setting up their ministry group communications on CCB - Ask about your group 
 

So be on the lookout for additional information in August and pray that God will bless our use of CCB to grow our 

community and increase our service to Him! 

 
 IT Committee  (John Nicholson, Paul Immanuel, Barron Housel, Chad Weinard, Bob Hoppe, Lloyd Hey and Mike Sardi) 
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Church Community Builder is coming to Blacknall ! 


