
The gifts of God from the people of 
God… 

                                                            YTD 

Budget           $661,290 

2009 weekly Budget       $22,043       YTD In-

come          $553,538 

Date Host Contact Information Where 

June 3 Carolyn Inazu cinazu@aol.com Oval Park 

June 10 Erin Miller erincmiller@gmail.com Eno River, Few’s Ford 

June 17 Tisha Johnson nixa1990@hotmail.com Pickett & Wade 

June 24 Katie Hoppe kchoppe@mac.com Rockwood Park 
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June/July 
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Dear Blacknall family, 

 

Over these summer months we are reading Psalms 120-134, traditionally known 

as the Psalms of Ascent.  These fifteen psalms are thought to have comprised 

something of a ―songbook‖ for pilgrims as they made their way from various 

regions of Israel to the city of Jerusalem in order to celebrate the three central 

feasts of the year.  For these pilgrims, to go to Jerusalem was to participate in the 

larger drama in which the entire nation was caught up; to go to Jerusalem was to 

remember what God had done for Israel in calling her forth out of slavery and 

constituting her as a people.  In setting aside their usual daily responsibilities to 

undertake the journey to Jerusalem, God’s people were reaffirming their identity 

as God’s chosen. 

 

But those journeys to Jerusalem were about much more than remembering their 

past.  To go to Jerusalem on pilgrimage was to be reminded that their lives were 

not their own, but were in fact caught up in a much grander story of purpose and 

hope.  They needed to be reminded not only of their past but of their future, not 

just their identity but their calling.  The pilgrimage to Jerusalem (and it was prob-

able that a typical family would be fortunate to be able to go once a year, not 

three times) was a symbol of their larger, longer pilgrimage into the very       

presence of God, a foretaste of that day when all things should be restored and 

made right. 

 

Every year about this time the papers are full of speculation about fuel prices for 

the summer.  That’s because summer is the time when Americans hit the road on 

vacation.  We want a break from the burdens of work, from the mundane routines 

that characterize our lives the rest of the year.  So we head to the national parks, 

or to the beaches, or the lake for a change of pace and scenery. 

 

But I wonder. What’s the difference between being a tourist and being a pilgrim? 

How much of our summer vacation is shaped by a desire to become?  What is it 

that we would like to become?  What purpose is there beyond the getting away 

and the changing of rhythms (surely not bad things in and of themselves)?  I  

wonder how our time away this summer might be given to those purposes of  

pilgrimage that shaped Israel in her thrice-yearly journeys to Jerusalem, i.e. for 

remembering our identity as God’s chosen in Christ, for reflecting on our calling, 

and nurturing our desire and anticipation of God making all things right? 

 

Don’t forget to throw a copy of Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress in your bag! 

 

Happy trails, 

 

Allan 

I Peter 2: 9-10 

Blacknall Family Announcements 

Memorial Day Week-end 
Sunday, May 30 
No Sunday School for adults and children and no nursery during the Sunday 

School hour.  A reception will be held in the fellowship hall between services. 
 

Monday, May 31ð Holiday ð Church Office Closed 
 

Monday, July 5 ð Holiday ð Church Office Closed 

The following Confirmation class members 
made their public professions of faith in May 

Fourth Sunday Summer Family Fun!  
Come and join us for a beach picnic, Sunday June 27, 3pm at the Rollingview 

Area of Falls Lake State Park.  Bring your own picnic & sun/water/sand gear, 

stay as long as you like or until the park closes at dark.  
 

We will meet at the swimming beach area, where there are restrooms and shaded 

picnic tables.  If the weather is not good, we will cancel this event!  For more  

information contact Beth Solie at 286-5586 or bsolie@blacknall.org. 
 

For directions go to www.ncparks.gov/Visit/parks/fala/directions.php or pick up 

a copy on the table in the foyer on the 27th.  
 

Future Fourth Sunday Summer Family Fun!  Save the dates:   

July 25, 6:30 to 8pm Game night in the fellowship hall  

August 22, 6:30 to 8pm Movie night in the fellowship hall 

 

Kids, need a sticker fix?  
The Kids 2 Kids Summer Reading   
Program is Back! 
Ready to read some great books this summer? When you read, 

you’ll be helping another kid read too! Here’s how it works. Kids 

sign up in the library and read books (or listen to someone else read 

to them) from the Blacknall Library for 10 weeks. For every 10 books that Black-

nall kids read, we’ll give one book to another local Durham ministry serving kids.  
 

The Summer Reading Program runs June 13 – August 15.  Kids from birth 

through high school can participate. We’ll have a special celebration at the end, 

with certificates for our top 10 readers. But even if you read only a few, your 

books will still count in our final total. Stop by the library every Sunday to get 

your stickers for each book you’ve read — and watch our total grow! The first day 

to record books is June 13. Remember: The more books you read, the more books 

we'll give! Sign up in the library starting June 6 to get your name on our chart.  

Rachel Baker Justin Mitchell 

Leah Baucom Sarah Mitchell 

Abby Chapman Logan Moran 

Grant Demarest David Paul 

Matthew Drew Nick Paulson 

Anna Eckstein Taylor Peterson 

Thomas Granger Jacob Russell 

Katrina Huff Sarah Russell 

Carolyn MacNair  

 

The gifts of God from the people of Godé  
Budget  Plan:              $460,425    Actual Expenses           $464,342 

Tithes & Offerings     $395,664    Tithes & Offerings        $395,664 

Excess or (Shortage)  ($64,761)   Excess or (Shortage)     $(68,678) 
 

 ―if riches increase, do not set your heart on them.‖ 

                                                                           (Psalms 62:10) 

  

Spotlight on Childrenôs Ministry Volunteers 
Did you know that we have bugs crawling around during the    

Sunday school hour?  Well, not actual bugs, but the four-year-old 

Sunday school class, who has taken on the class name ―Bugs‖.   
 

This energetic bunch of kids is led each week by an amazing team 

of volunteers, and I want to take this chance to thank them for their 

wonderful discipling of our four year olds.  Heather Bellaire and 

Lindsey Wallace have taken the lead in teaching, and Carolyn 

Beamer, Keri Linares, and Amy Feistel have backed them up not 

only with music, but filling in to teach as well.  The class  learned 

all about the Ten Commandments last fall, and this spring did a 

wonderful job memorizing the Apostle’s Creed.  Watch for some 

of their art to appear soon in the upper Atrium.   
 

A special thanks to Heather, who will hopefully be moving to SC 

soon to join husband Tim who took a job there last summer.  Please 

pray that their house here in Durham will sell so  the family can be 

together, and pray for their transition to a new home and new 

church family!  We will miss you Heather!  
 

Thank You again to all of the Bugs class teaching team – you are a     

Blessing!    Beth Solie, Director Children’s Ministries — Preschool 

Blacknall Substantiation Letters for Offering Gifts  
Blacknall is required by the IRS to keep a record of any single gift of $250 or 

more; we do not keep records of gifts below that amount.  Letters of substantia-

tion for the previous year’s contributions of $250 or more are mailed out in mid-

February each year.   These letters are only for your records; they do not need to 

be sent to the IRS as an attachment to your tax papers. This detailed giving infor-

mation will only be needed if you are audited by the IRS. 

  

Please be aware that you will need to keep a record of each gift that is less than 

$250 in order to include them in your charitable giving total.  That way at year 

end you will have the dates and check numbers of the items you need to locate on 

your bank statements or in your online account.  If you receive your bank state-

ments on line, be sure to print copies periodically so that you will have a calendar 

year available at year end. 
 
 

If you have further questions, please contact Diane Beacham at 286-5586 or 

dbeacham@blacknall.org. 
 

June Summer Playgroups 



Church Staff 

 

Allan Poole - Pastor 
 
 

David Dunderdale - Pastor 
 
 

Dave Stuntz - Music Ministry 
 
 

Amy Rowell - Director Children’s  Ministry - Elementary 
 
 

Beth Solie - Director Children’s Ministry - Preschool 
 
 

Brad Turnage - Director Youth Ministries  
 
 

Caroline Inazu - Middle School Youth Ministry 
 
 

Margaret Frothingham - Congregational Care 
 
 

Mike Sardi - Business Manager 
 
 

Diane Beacham - Financial Admin. 
 
 

Dare Nicholson - Associate Office Admin. 
 
 

Jan Smart - Associate Office Admin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday  
    8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship  

    9:30-11:15 Library Open  

    9:45 AM  Sunday School 

    5:00 PM  International Missions 

                      (1st Sun even months) 

    6:00 PM  BYG Time (Youth Group) 

    6:30 PM  Communion & Prayers 

                    (3rd Sun) 

                   Prayers/ Missionaries (1st Sun) 

                     

 Monday 
   7:00 AM  Outreach Comm. (2nd Mon) 

    7:00 PM  Durham Ministry 

                    Team (1st  Mon) 

   5:00 PM  Finance Comm.(3rd Mon) 

   7:30 PM  Diaconate (1st & 3rd Mon) 

                   Session (2nd & 4th  Mon) 

                   Family Life Comm. (1st Mon) 

 

    

    

    8:00 PM Building & Property (1st Mon) 

                    Congregational Care (1st Mon) 

                    Hospitality Comm. (1st Mon) 

 

Tuesday 
    7:30 PM   Worship Comm. (1st Tues) 

                     Personnel Comm. (3rd Tues) 

  

  Wednesday 
    6:45 AM   Men’s Bible Study  

  10:30 AM   LCs (Seniors Ministry) 

  Thursday 
    7:00 PM   Narcotics Anonymous 

                      (Community Room) 

  Saturday 

    8:00 AM   Prayers for Renewal 

    7:00 PM  Narcotics Anonymous 

                       (Community Room) 

          

    Blacknall’s upcoming Alpha course is just around the corner! 
 

Alpha- in- the -Hood 

Kick-off :  Week of January 10, 2010 

Course period:  January 17-March 25 

Location:  Various homes in Durham and Chapel Hill 

Time: Various nights (Sun-Thurs), 6:30-9:00pm 

Cost: No charge 
 

Alpha website:  www.blacknall.org/alpha2010 

Email:  alpha@blacknall.org 
 

Alpha Team Contacts:  Mary Mathew and David Dunderdale 

 

Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church  

is called to glorify the Triune God,  

to make known the crucified and risen Christ,  

and to advance the Kingdom that God is building in us,  

in Durham,  

and around the world. 

Blacknall Missions 

Outreach Partnership with International Students 
In the past year the Elders at Blacknall have approved a fresh direction in our   

outreach ministry.  Part of this direction is an emphasis on our developing ―Deep 

Common Journeys‖ of mission.  This is a belief that God wants us to be involved 

in outreach in shared ways. As a congregation we can go deep in terms of relation-

ships that are made and sustained with one another and with those with whom we 

are involved in mission.  How this is being carried out practically is that we are 

entering into ―partnerships‖ with a limited number of partners in mission.  Hope-

fully, you have heard about the local partnerships that we have established with 

Reality Ministries and Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).  
 

It is our desire that we would establish these partnerships in each of our three  

areas of involvement in outreach: local (Durham), campus, and international.  We 

have chosen the two local partnerships with Reality and IHN.  We have yet to 

select a partnership internationally but hope to do so in the next year.  As a      

congregation we are now in the process of taking the first steps to enter into a 

Deep Common Journey on campus by partnering with International Students, Inc. 

(ISI) and the work that Scott Hawkins is doing locally with international students. 
 

This is not something that is brand new for us.  Blacknall has been involved with 

Scott’s ministry and has been supportive in various ways for quite a while.  This is 

a decision to enter more intentionally into this partnership and for us as a         

congregation to become more connected to this work.  We are entering into a one-

year trial/engagement period to see if this partnership is a good fit for Blacknall 

and for ISI. 
 

We are just in the beginning of a process of discovering what this partnership will 

look like.  There are lots of ways that we could be involved with international  

students.  In the coming months we will be sharing with the congregation about 

some of those opportunities. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the team of folks who will be shaping this partner-

ship please email David Dunderdale at ddunderdale@blacknall.org.  We will be 

having an initial meeting of those who are interested on Wednesday, June 23,  

7:00pm in the church  parlor.    
 

This is part of our calling as an ―outpost of the kingdom.‖  We live in the midst of 

a mission field here in Durham and also with the university students who live 

among us.  This is one way that we are striving to be faithful to be missionaries in 

this place.  Please pray that God would use us to reveal Himself to our neighbors 

and that we would be open to the friendships God wants to build in us. 

Vacation Bible School with St. Johnôs 
Blacknall has been invited again this summer to work together with St. John’s 

Missionary Baptist Church in running a Vacation Bible School (VBS).    Here are 

the details about the VBS: 

 

 

Middle School Summer Trip 
Our annual MS trip to the Great Escape in Florida is July 28-

August 2! We’ll load up the bus early on the morning of July 28 

for the ride down to four full days of games, worship, tubing, 

giant swings, small group times, quiet times, and listening to 

speakers share with us the Good News of Jesus Christ. Please 

pray for our youth, that their hearts would be opened to God’s 

voice, that they would experience His presence in real ways. Pray 

for protection from injury and illness, for safe travels, and for our 

leaders — for strong relationships to be built with the youth. 

 

Also, we need prayer partners to pray for each youth before and 

during the trip. If you would like to commit to praying for one 

middle schooler, please contact Caroline at 286-5586 or 

cinazu@blacknall.org. The list of those going on the trip is below 

so you can pray by name for us: 

 

 

Who:     There are classes for 2 year-olds up to adults 

What:    The theme this year is ―Seaquest: Diving for God’s 

               Treasure‖ which will look at several of Jesus’ parables 

               Dinner each night 5-6:15, program 6:30-8:15 

When:    Monday-Thursday, June 14-17  

               Street Reach on Friday, June 18  

Where:  St. John’s, 917 Onslow St. 

How:   Registration forms are available at Blacknall and St.  John’s          

Please register by June 7 if you plan to come 

Summer Youth News 
Summer is here and we are sad to say that our school year    

programs BYG Time and Cornerstone have come to an 

end.  However, this doesn’t mean that there isn’t lots going on 

for our youth this summer!  We are starting our summer Bible 

study on June 6 at 6pm in the corner room.  From 6-7pm we will 

read and discuss Jesus’ sermon on the mount.  Afterwards we 

invite the youth to hang out with us at the church or across the 

street at Duke for outdoor fun.   

 

One of the best things about summer is that there is no school 

and for us this means that we can spend our days hanging out, 

playing frisbee, watching the World Cup, going to the pool or 

whatever else we can find to do.  We’ll use our Sunday night 

bible study as a chance to pull together and plan our weeks of 

fun and fellowship.  Weôll also put bigger outings in the bulle-

tin so be sure to read it every week! 
 

High School Summer Mission Trip  
This year about 35 youth and leaders will go to New Orleans 

July 23-31 and work in impoverished communities.  Please pray 

for our safety and that we would join Christ in building the king-

dom of God in New Orleans! 

Rachel Baker Justin Mitchell 

Leah Baucom Sarah Mitchell 

Jessa Cabrera Logan Moran 

Abby Chapman Sarah Nieuwsma 

Jack Chapman Nick Paulson 

Josh Chapman Jacob Russell 

Connor Grigg Sarah Russell 

Jay Huff Taylor Solie 

Katrina Huff Katherine Strait 

Mikael Koeneke Erin Turner 

Leaders: Caroline Inazu, Artie Kamiya, Courtney Paulson 

Monthly Calendar 


